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healthcare outcomes and reduces cost 
is a key to restoring the small business 
sector. 

Third key is foreign policy realism. 
What do I mean? Foreign policy real-
ism charts a course between 
overinterventionalism and isola-
tionism. America has an important 
role to play on the global stage today. 
However, many Americans are alarmed 
at an exhausted, drifting, and often 
counterproductive foreign policy. The 
posture of foreign policy adventurism, 
sometimes coupled with naive assump-
tions about democracy promotion, re-
quires a recalibration. Leveraging 
American strength through strategic 
international relationships and authen-
tic friendships will help us navigate the 
21st century marked by a changing 
geopolitical framework. Mr. Speaker, I 
believe in the three Ds: strong defense, 
smart diplomacy, sustainable develop-
ment. That is the right balance in our 
foreign policy considerations. 

Fourth key is social conservation. 
Social conservation provides the condi-
tions for order, opportunity, and happi-
ness. We usually don’t put those to-
gether, social and conservation. We 
think of conservation as the important 
protection of our land and water and 
the air we breathe, not throwing things 
away unnecessarily. Thinking of the 
ideals of the ecosystem where all 
things are interdependent, or looking 
out into the vast horizons of nature 
and letting it pull ourselves to a higher 
realm of that which is beautiful, even 
that which is divine, we have all had 
that experience. We know it in nature. 
We see it. 

Could we possibly see the idea of an 
ecosystem of community where we ac-
tually think that it is more than poli-
tics for the promotion of sustainable 
values? As society has become more 
fragmented, it is harder and harder for 
us to craft policies that meet society’s 
needs. Washington cannot spend 
enough fast enough to fix the deep 
wounds in our culture, Mr. Speaker. 

Social conservation recognizes that 
family life, faith life, and civic life pro-
vide a continuity of tradition, giving 
meaning to life and creating stability, 
particularly for children. Those of us 
who have had the scarring experience 
of coming from broken situations, we 
know this intuitively. Those of us who 
struggled with the deep scars of having 
what you know and what keeps you 
safe torn from you, we know that the 
formative institutions that preserve 
the good are invaluable to opportuni-
ties later in life. 

Our sense of well-being, the strength 
of our Nation ultimately does depend 
upon the strength of the formative in-
stitutions that give rise to family life, 
faith life, and civic life. That is the 
strength of America. 

We are confronting intensifying 
struggles about the direction of our 
country, and the fault lines are, sadly, 
widened. I think there are things that 
still bind us. I would like to think that 
what I am saying speaks to every Mem-

ber of Congress here, that it transcends 
the superficial political boundaries 
that we set up that are, yes, based upon 
the different philosophical perspectives 
on the nature of what Washington 
ought to be and not. But I would like 
to think, again, that this rises above, 
because they are binding elements of 
the human heart. It is what we all long 
for: to be nested, to be secure within a 
community of loving persons around us 
who care enough to hold us account-
able, who care enough to demand that 
we take responsibility for them and 
with them. 

Although we are encountering rough 
weather in our country, we can choose 
to rediscover this best sense of our-
selves. We can choose to rediscover 
commonsense governance, which will 
uphold these ideals and be built upon 
them. We can choose right-sized eco-
nomic models. We can choose to redis-
cover universal foundational values 
that are consistent with the desire of 
all persons’ hearts. This is how the 
greatness can be restored again. This is 
how we make America great again. 
This is how we find ourselves and find 
one another and find a vision that 
binds us together and makes us all 
proud to stand as America’s flag is 
flown. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5303, WATER RESOURCES DE-
VELOPMENT ACT OF 2016; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE 
RULES; AND WAIVING A RE-
QUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(A) OF 
RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO 
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN 
RESOLUTIONS REPORTED FROM 
THE COMMITTEE ON RULES 

Mr. WOODALL (during the Special 
Order of Mr. FORTENBERRY) from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 114–790) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 892) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5303) to 
provide for improvements to the rivers 
and harbors of the United States, to 
provide for the conservation and devel-
opment of water and related resources, 
and for other purposes; providing for 
consideration of motions to suspend 
the rules; and waiving a requirement of 
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to 
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 954, CO-OP CONSUMER PRO-
TECTION ACT OF 2016 

Mr. WOODALL (during the Special 
Order of Mr. FORTENBERRY), from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 114–791) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 893) providing for 

consideration of the bill (H.R. 954) to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to exempt from the individual 
mandate certain individuals who had 
coverage under a terminated qualified 
health plan funded through the Con-
sumer Operated and Oriented Plan (CO- 
OP) program, which was referred to the 
House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. POE of Texas (at the request of 
Mr. MCCARTHY) for today and for the 
balance of the week on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCCARTHY) for today on 
account of personal reasons. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of 
Ms. PELOSI) for today. 

Ms. MATSUI (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today on account of travel 
delay. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on September 21, 2016, 
she presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills: 

H.R. 5936. To authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to enter into certain leases 
at the Department of Veterans Affairs West 
Los Angeles Campus in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, to make certain improvements to the 
enhanced-use lease authority of the Depart-
ment, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5985. To amend title 38, United States 
Code, to extend certain expiring provisions 
of law administered by the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 29 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, September 27, 2016, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

6968. A letter from the Secretary, Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Sys-
tem Safeguards Testing Requirements for 
Derivatives Clearing Organizations (RIN: 
3038-AE29) received September 21, 2016, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

6969. A letter from the Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s no-
tification of its 2016 compensation program 
adjustments, including the Agency’s current 
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